Result: One hundred forty-seven (79.5%) agreed that trying to contain costs was their responsibility; 114 (62%) believed that there is too much emphasis on the costs of tests and procedures. One hundred seventy (93%) thought that physicians should take a prominent role in limiting the use of unnecessary tests. Ninety (48.6%) disagreed that physicians are too busy to worry about costs of tests and procedures. One hundred forty-seven (79.5%) disagreed that the cost is only important if the patient has to pay out of pocket and 62 (33.5%) thought it was unfair to ask physicians to be costconscious. The cost-consciousness score was higher among family physicians and those who saw fewer patients per day. Personal characteristics did not show any association with the level of cost-consciousness.
